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HISTORICAL SOCIETY OFFERS FREE TOURS AND BUSING TO BUFFALO CHILDREN

Grant from The Hanover Insurance Group Foundation brings 1800 students to the museum
Buffalo, N.Y. – March 29, 2010 – Free museum tours, free busing…sounds like a good deal!
Children from charter schools and after-school programs in the City of Buffalo have been receiving free tours at the Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society, as well as roundtrip transportation to the museum, thanks to a grant awarded last fall from The Hanover Insurance Group Foundation, Inc..
 By the time the tours conclude later this month, a total of 1800 students will have visited the Historical Society. 
The tours, which are based on New York State Social Studies Standards, come at a critical time, as many schools have seen their fieldtrip budgets cut dramatically or eliminated in recent years.
 The Historical Society is proud to have First Student, Inc. as the transportation sponsor for the tours.
The Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society (BECHS) is Western New York’s premier historical organization, serving since its founding in 1862 to collect, research, interpret, and share the Niagara Frontier’s rich history. Its collections include more than 100,000 artifacts, 200,000 photographs, and 20,000 books. BECHS annually presents a wide array of programs, exhibits, tours, outdoor events, and activities for all ages. 
 BECHS is a private not-for-profit organization tax exempt under Sec. 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. It receives operating support from the County of Erie, the City of Buffalo, the New York State Council on the Arts (NYSCA, a state agency), and from members and friends. BECHS is accredited by the American Association of Museums.
About The Hanover Insurance Group Foundation
The mission of The Hanover Insurance Group Foundation, Inc. is to improve the quality of life in communities where The Hanover Insurance Group companies have a major presence, placing a special emphasis on helping to build world class public education systems and inspiring and empowering youth to achieve their full potential.
 The Hanover Insurance Group, Inc., based in Worcester, Mass. is a leading provider of auto, home and business insurance in Massachusetts.
 The Hanover Insurance Group, Inc. is the holding company for a group of insurers that includes The Hanover Insurance Company, also based in Worcester; Citizens Insurance Company of America, headquartered in Howell, Mich., and their affiliates. The Hanover offers a wide range of property and casualty products and services to individuals, families and businesses through an extensive network of independent agents, and has been meeting its obligations to its agent partners and their customers for more than 150 years. Taken as a group, The Hanover ranks among the top 30 property and casualty insurers in the United States. For more information, please visit www.hanover.com.
